Owning Words for Literacy™ Workshop I/Nevada Reading First


How Will I Know A Good Vocabulary Program When I See One?

(A classroom checklist)
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Word-Rich Environment

Teacher shows enthusiasm for words and word learning.

___ Daily read-aloud

___ Word of day or word activity of day

___ Students indicate teacher loves words and word play

___ Understands differences and connections between spelling, phonics and vocabulary

Classroom shows physical signs of word awareness

___ Word charts or word walls (showing student input)

___ Books on words, word play, specialized dictionaries (where students can easily access them)     
___ Labels in classroom

___ Word games

___ Puzzle books and software

___ Student-made word books, alphabet books, dictionaries, hyper cards stacks

Builds the Base for Independence

___  Students show enthusiasm for words and word learning and are responsible for their own learning

___  Spend part of each day reading on appropriate level

___  Can name a favorite word book, puzzle activity, and\or word game

___  Have personal dictionaries or word logs

___  Can use dictionary on appropriate level

___  Have a strategy for dealing with unknown words

___  Have strategies for self-selection and self-study

___  Develop a knowledge base for independent strategies (word parts, context, word references, etc.)

___  Develop strategies for using knowledge base 

Models. Supports, and Develops Good Strategies

___  Rich instruction on content area vocabulary words where definitional and contextual information provided

 ___  Use of mapping, webbing, and other graphics to show word relationships

 ___  Multiple exposures and chances to see, hear, write, and use new words

 ___  Wide reading with follow-up discussions of new words

 ___  Emphasis on students using strategies

 ___  Word play and motivation activities

Uses Varied Assessment

 ___  Differ depending on goal

 ___  Differ depending on entry knowledge level of learners

 ___  Assess both depth and breadth

How do you feel about what someone would see if they applied this checklist in your classroom?  Are there some changes you would like to make based on what you’ve thought about by considering this?
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